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Children’s Centre Services

Cambridgeshire

Children’s Centres

The County Councll Is proposing redesigning Children’s
Centre services. we are asking people who useChildren’s
Centres, other citizensand staleholders what they
thinkof the plans. Thisdocument explains what those
proposalks are and how you can have yoursay.



childran's Centre Senvces

The Consultation

What are we consulting on and why?

Carrbridgesh ire’s first Children's Centre opened in 2005
with the airnof helping farnilizs in rmore deprived areas
toghve their children the beststartin life Thers has been
significant growth and change in the kel of provision ower
the past12 years.

At the present tirme thereare 40 designated Chidren's
Centres acnoss the County deliverad by a cormbination of
theCounty Council,schools andwoluntary organisations.
The contracts for externally delivered Children’s Centres
concludzin April 208and theCounty Council & boking
at how to ensurethat the rmoney spent has the greatest
positive irmpact on young chiden’s developrrent before
retendering contracts.

Services for the farlies and the under 85 deliversd from
these centres include:

& Acoess o midwives and health visitors

® Family suppart s=rvices — trained staff providing
parenting support andadvice

& sdviceaboutearly yars education and chidzre

® Ernployrrent, trainingand banefits advice

# Drop-in play sessions

® A rresting place for chid crers

TheCantres have playeda vitlalrokein deliwering=arly
childhood senvices to farmilies with youn gchildren,
bringing tog=ther key senices suchas chidore, health
wisiting, midwifery, ermployrmentand adult kearninginto
one plce. weako know frormour work togsther over
rreny y=ars the irmportanceof delveringsuppart in the
corrmunity rather than owver focusing on the buildings,
which & whywealready deliver services in owver 100
different lcations.

Under the 2006 Childmare Act Cambridgeshire County
Council rust ensure the suffiient provision of children's
centres in its area to mestthe bl nesdof parents,

pros pective parents and young children, es pecially for
thosein the gregtest needof support.

Carrbridgeshire County Council hasa statutory duty to
oonsultwith thoseaffected aboutany proposak that
rrey result in significant changes 1o, andsor the cosure
of, its Children’s Centres, which are partofthe proposed
redkesign ed Children's Centresenvice.

Mational and Local Context

Orer recent yearsGowernrment policy on supporting
farnilies and young children has changed. There & no
lon gera Govern rment pot of rioney to pay for Children’s
Centres or any funding for new ones.

4t the sarme tirmethe Governrment has introduced a

nurrber of other ways tosupport Farriliss:

« Fundingfor1s hoursfreschildcare for tworyearolds in
I incorre farmilies

Fundingforis hours freschildzare for allthreeand
fouryearolds, and from Septernber this y=ar, upto 30
hiours in ow incorre farilies

AFarrily Murse Rartnership which offers intenstreand
structured hormewisting, delivered by specially trained
farrily nurses, frornearly pregnancy untilthechid &
twofor first tirme riothers andfathers under theage

of 19

f

& Healthy Child Prograrmre for children, young people
and farmilies, which focuzes on early intervention and
prevention offering a prograrmme of screening tests,
irrnunisations, developriental reviews, information
and guidanceon parentingand healthy choices.
£8.3million fundingfor the Troubled Farrilies
Prograrnrne Together for Families inCambridgeshire,
supportingwork with farrilies with comrplex Bsues. This
i the current totalassurred kevel of incorme from Phase
2af the national programme, 20152020,

Governrrent policy on increasing free sarly edusation
rreans that the Council needs to lbokat how to crate
rrorechildcare places as partof its Early ears strategy.
There & anopportunity o consider this agends alongside
delivery of Children's Centre services.
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slongside these changes the County Cou ncil has over
the five y=ars 2002-2017 se2n a £55.8m per ann urm G5
percent) reduction in the fu nding received from Central
Governrentand we have besn working with partners
toensurewe ook to do things differently fo ensure the
services weare res ponsible for delivering are the rmost
efficient and hawe the biggest impact on irmprowving

the liwes of Children, Families and Commmunities across ©
heCounty.

There has beenadelay in the proposed national
oonsultation on the futureof Children's Centres ower
recent years. Howewer the All Party Parliarentary Group
on Children’s Centres (4PPG) undertook an inquiry into
the futur=of Children's Centres in 216 Thefindings of
this inguiry focussedon the developrrentof “Family
Hubs" concludingthat Children's Centres nesdedto be
to beincreasingly avail bl acros the whole farily ags
range,and spectrurnof nesed. Family Hubsshoud be
the identified ot place fora wider mngzof support
particularly mrgeted to families with sigh ficant needs
including rrental health and reltionship support. These
findings hawe helped shapeour proposaks.

The proposak cutlined will enable the cou ncilto deliver
oost effective services while ensuring thatvu Inerable
farnilies haweaccess 1o senvices they nead for themsehes
andtheirchildren untilthey reach adulthood.

It & currently estirreted that the proposa bk would sawe £1rm
peryearin linewith the savings argetset by Council kst
year for 20512



Cambridgeshire current and proposed delivery model by districts

There arecurrently 40 designated Children's Centres across thecounty. Children's Cen tre services arealresd y dedvered
frarmather corimunity buildings to provide easier acoess for families, The enhanced partnerships with midwitery, health
visiting, childzare prowidersand schook willaliow us to deliver effective sup portto those farnilies that rmost need it where
theyareabletoacoess it

Themnsultation docurrent b structured into Districts (ee= pages 249 in order o highlight the proposak ata bl level.

e know there s no ‘onesizefitsall solution for Carnbridges hire. We want to work with localcormrnunities fo sgres how
werwices can be deliversd across the b districts of Carrbridgeshire,

Where willl be able to get support?

Carrbridgeshire i a krgeanddiverse county . wie know we need a flexibleoffer to reke sure you can accessour senvices,
nio rristter where you lve,

Wewill offer servicesin the following 4 ways

Our Child and Family Offer

CHILD AND CHILDREN CHILD AND
FAMILY CENTRE AND FAM FAMILY ONLINE
: OUTR

the high nes




Children's Centre Serioes

City

In this section we are going to look at the area of Cam briclgesh ire where you live. This page
will lookat our current delivery in Cambridge City and what we need to think about when
planning services here.

wicwill then lookat how weare proposing to changzourdelvery in yourdistrict andaskfor you feedbackan that.

Things to know about City

= Cambridge is armpidly growing city with rée new
housing developrrents, especially anound thesouth
and westof the City

we know that weare likely tonesd fo offer more
support 1o farmilies in new cornrnu nities for the first few

years as thecormrmunity & established,

Cambridge is adiversecity, with more farmilies with
additionalsupport nesds in the north city, Abbey and
Cherry Hinton Wards, Meaw cornrmunity arsas arealso
dermonstrating higher support needs.

Itisdifficult fora nurnber of farilies toaccess childcare
across thecity, particularly in Cherry Hinton, Coleridgs,
Rorreey, and Trurnpington. 4s the 30 hours free
chidcare is introduced frorn Septernber this need will
incremse,

What we have what we're proposing

I A Y ¥4 A Y
2 centres :’ 32 ‘I : F3 "I
across + s sites ’ + \ sites )
3sites
A\ /s A Y rd
~ # ~ #
e - W
Proposed Child Proposed Children’s Centres
and Family Zones © be re-designated
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How things would change in the City

Proposed Child Proposed Childrens

and Family Zones Centres that willbe
re-designated

Brookfields (potential shared

Fo il Ro il
rEey buildingwith heakh) eyt
The Fieks Abbeg Child and Farrily Centre
(The Fieks)
Clay Farmn (new shared use
Fanwcett Fanwcett
space)
Horrerton Horrerton
Cherry Hinton fwewilllookio
Cherry Hinton deliver services = partof the
redevaloped Library)
Horth CarmbridgzChild and
) Farrily Centre plit site
Narth Cambrigs across Morth Carrbridgeand
Chesterton)
Worth CarmbridgzChild and
Farrily Centre plit site
Chesterton across Morth Carrbridgeand
hesterton)
Central Library

Maore lrge housing deweloprrentsare pennedacross Carrbridge City and we will lookto create Child and Farrily Zones in
these lbcations as they develop.

Cutreach Prograrimme venues across thisdistrict would include libraries, health centres, cornrmuan ity venoes and schools.

Current Chikdren's Centres to be re-designated inCity

Weare proposingthat sormeChidren's Centres wiould no longer be nesded as Children's Centres. Wewould lookto
re-designate these s paces to mest other needs of families in thearsa including Childcare provision, commrun ity use
andw herswer possibleongoingoutreach provision = requirsd. In Carrbridge City thesewould be

Cherry Hinton Fawcett
Homerton Romsey Mill

InCherry Hinton weare proposing rroving toa different building in the cornrmunity to deliver outreach servicesas part
of the redevdoped library.

In addition we vwouldne longer run full Children’s Cenire services from Favicett School, Homerton Hurseny, o
Romsey Mill although they ar e likedy t remainas cursach deiverylecaions.

The full consultation document and data briefing can be found here:

https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/children-and-families/children-s-
centres/children-s-centres-consultation/
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